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Reformation Sunday
Sunday 25 October 2020, 09.30
Advent Lutheran Church
Morgan Hill, California

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the
church must always be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an
ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus
Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the
freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will
unite more fully in worship and mission. Today three young people will affirm
their baptism in the Rite of Confirmation.
WELCOME AND PRELUDE

Blessed Assurance
Fanny Crosby and Phoebe Knapp

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and
peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in
anything it is amiss, reform it; where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in need,
provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.
READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will
expect the people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will
defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is
possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin.
Our hope lies in a God who forgets.
31
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out
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of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,
says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
34
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the
LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 46
God is our refuge and our strength,
our ever-present help in distress.
Though the earth trembles,
and mountains slide into the sea,
we have no fear.
Waters foam and roar,
and mountains shake at their surging;
but the God of hosts is with us our stronghold, the God of Israel.
There is a river
whose streams give joy to the city of God,
the holy dwelling of the Most High.
God is in its midst; it stands firm.
God will aid it at the break of day.
Even if nations are in chaos, and kingdoms fall,
God’s voice resounds; the earth melts away.
Yahweh is with us;
the God of Israel is our stronghold.
Come! See the deeds of the Most High,
the marvelous things God has done on earth;
all over the world, God has stopped wars breaking bows, splintering spears,
burning the shields with fire.
“Be still! And know that I am God,
Exalted among the nations, exalted upon the earth.”
The Most High is with us;
our stronghold is the God of Israel.

FAITH TESTIMONY

Megan Gill
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READING: Romans 3:19-28
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other
Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through
works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the
divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that
liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by
deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
21

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and
is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as
a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward
as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to
show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over
the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he
himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by
faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
FAITH TESTIMONY

Pastor Anita
Caden Carlson

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word.
He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin.
Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word,
you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will
make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and
have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be
made free’?”
31
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Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is
a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the
son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free
indeed.”
34

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
FAITH TESTIMONY

Lucas Groesser

HYMN

RITE OF CONFIRMATION
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES
Jacqui Kanode
I present Caden Brand Carlson, Megan Elyse Gill, and Lucas Ayden Groesser,
who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism.
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Let us pray.
Merciful God, we thank you for Caden, Megan and Lucas, whom you have
made your own by water and Word in baptism. You have called them to
yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in
the community of faith. Uphold them in the gifts and promises of baptism, and
unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the
name of Christ.
Amen.
RENUNCIATION OF EVIL
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response: I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: I renounce them.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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COMMITMENT
You have made public profession of your faith.
Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Response: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
People of God, do you promise to support Caden, Megan and Lucas and pray
for them in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
LAYING ON OF HANDS
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God,
that through water and the Holy Spirit
you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.
Stir up in Caden Brand / Megan Elyse / Lucas Ayden
the gift of your Holy Spirit:
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.

GIVING OF LIFETIME CONFIRMATION VERSES
For Caden:
I will bless the Lord at all times;
his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the Lord;
let the humble hear and be glad.
O magnify the Lord with me,
and let us exult his name together.
Psalm 34:1-3
For Megan:
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in
all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Colossians 3:16-17
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For Lucas:
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he
saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but
according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy
Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so
that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.
Titus 3:4-7
ACCLAMATION
Let us rejoice with these siblings in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
... Show us your mercy!
Hear our prayer.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
OFFERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
You may give an offering
Online at www.advent-lutheran.org or
Mailed to Advent Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 607, Morgan Hill, CA 95038
BENEDICTION
Mothering God,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

