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Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday 10 January 2021, 09.30
Advent Lutheran Church
Morgan Hill, California
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis
creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the
waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make
clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from
John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling
us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the
world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace.
WELCOME AND PRELUDE

Let There Be Peace on Earth
by Jill Jackson and Cy Miller

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the
waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may
follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
READING: Genesis 1:1-5
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This
familiar story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in
their history. It remains good news for us. God created and continues to create
new life.
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In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and
there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the
light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM

READING: Acts 19:1-7
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of
repentance but had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of
Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers
them with gifts of the Spirit.
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While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and
came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we
have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then
were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one
who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
7
altogether there were about twelve of them.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on
whom the Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the
Holy Spirit.
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John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts
and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”
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In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice
came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Pastor Anita

SERMON

Let There Be Light

Rev. Anita R. Warner

HYMN OF THE DAY

Come, Join the Dance of Trinity
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APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

INSTALLATION OF THE 2021 CHURCH COUNCIL
Today it is our privilege to recognize and support those who are engaged in
the work of this congregation, especially the Church Council.
Sisters and brothers, both your work and your rest are in God.
Will you endeavor to pattern your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, in gratitude
to God and in service to others, as you carry out the ministry of service on
the Church Council in this congregation?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
People of God, I ask you:
Will you support these your sisters and brothers in their service, and will you
share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
…O God, give strength to your people.
Give us your blessings of peace.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

OFFERING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
You may give an offering
Online at www.advent-lutheran.org or
Mailed to Advent Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 607, Morgan Hill, CA 95038
BENEDICTION
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
Amen.

HYMN

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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